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Every Time I Feel the Spirit! 
 Like a breath of fresh air or the light streaming through my office windows, the presence of the Holy Spirit 
is calling to be felt.  Did you feel it last month at the 175th Anniversary Celebration breakfast?  The energy 
level is high as our church commissions and boards engage in the busy holy work of planning for a glorious 
summer and fall – Plant sale, Pentecost, Graduation Sunday, Summer Church Picnic, backpacks, a new home 
for our refugee family, a mobile library (a new choir director?!!?)  There is much happening in our church 
right now. 
 
 How do we do it all?  One project at a time, with many folks pitching in a little or a lot, under the direction 
of church members just like you.  Our Deacons and Elders continue to examine what it means to be servant 
leaders with Christ as the head of the church.  This Season of Pentecost highlights the Spirit's work in the pro-
cess.  The Spirit is the invisible compass that points us in the right direction when we get bogged down in the 
details, and clears our minds of the clutter of too much “business” so we can hear God's call.  
 
 Do you have that kind of connection with the Holy Spirit, or want an opportunity to explore what that 
feels like?  Then we have a need for you!  A very important task for our congregation is helping others hear 
the Spirit's call to serve.  This is the work of the Nominating Committee, a group made up of two current El-
ders and one current Deacon, and four members who are not currently serving on either board.  This is the 
group that comes together to pray, to listen, and to be connect the members of our congregation with the 
leadership needs of the church.   
 
 We'll elect our four members-at-large to the 2018 Nominating Committee in a special congregation al 
meeting in worship on Pentecost Sunday – May 20.  If you would like to be nominated, or know of some-
one who you think would be good at calling others to serve, please let me know.  You do not have to be pre-
sent on the 20th to be elected as long as you consent in writing 
to being on the ballot.  The committee will meet in June, break 
in July, and then resume in August and September to deter-
mine the slate of Deacons and Elders to be elected at the Octo-
ber congregational meeting.  
 
 I hope that the Spirit inspires those of you with the gift of 
discernment – the art of listening for God and connecting God's 
will to our world – to step up and serve in this special way.  If 
you have any questions, please talk to me or any member of 
the 2017 Nominating Committee:  Tom Shoemaker, Pat Peters, 
Jan Wilder, Jerry Dundon or Royal Haefner.   
 
     Peace, 

       Tiffany 

 

Pastor Tiffany feeling the spirit with Rev. Nelson 

Lumm and Rev. Linda MacDonald at the April  175th 

Anniversary Celebration Breakfast.   
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THE CELEBRATION CONTINUES! 
 

     Finally with spring in the air, 
we are not only celebrating his-
torical past events in the life of 
our church, but we are cele-
brating the “rebirth" of our 
beautiful spring flowers and 
warm sunshine.  April also fea-
tured the historical presentation 
by Bill Buhl on the 22nd of our 
church history from years 1874 
to 1904. (See a copy of his talk in 

this newsletter.) One special item that Bill men-
tioned was the gift of our beautiful stained-glass 
window in 1902 from Mr. & Mrs. Edmund Smith 
(see photo).  It continues to adorn our sanctuary 
today and is a true legacy to the on-going support 
of the Smith family as members of First Presbyteri-
an over the years.  One would hope that Mrs. Smith 
would know that, after all these years, we still love 
and celebrate this window. 
 Also on the 22nd, the Anniversary Committee 
organized a "fundraiser" breakfast before and after 
church, utilizing the wonderful cooking skills of Sally 
Schallhorn and Scott Beck.  All participants seemed 
to enjoy the waffles with various toppings, egg cas-
seroles,  breakfast sausages, coffee and juice.  Who 
doesn't like a good, hearty breakfast on Sunday 
morning!  (For pictures, see page 6.)  Thank you to 
all who participated and for all of the monetary do-
nations.  The Committee plans to put these funds 
toward future church events.   
 Looking ahead to the month of May, we will 
have our historical speaker, Kathy McCloskey, talk-
ing about the church years 1905 - 1935 on May 
20th.  In the Fellowship Hall following our church 
service that day, we will have an exhibit of scrap-
books, featuring photos from the past, plus other 
memorabilia on display.  Be sure to take a moment 
to stop by the Fellowship Hall following the service.   
 The Committee continues to make plans for the 
next four months of celebration.  Keep checking 
church announcements and your newsletter for up-
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coming plans.  By the way, if you don't know who is on 
my hard-working committee, they are:  Rick Diemer as 
Co-Chair, Nancy Turk, Eleda Zygadlo, Pam Baney, Scott 
Beck and Jan Wilder.  They each need a "pat on the 
back" for their commitment and support.  God bless 
you all! 
 

Nancy Beck 
Deacon and Anniversary Committee Co-Chair 

EASTER FLOWERS 
 

 A huge thank you to all who participated in the 
Flower offering for Easter Sunday. Once again your re-
sponse was beautiful allowing the church to be deco-
rated with over 50 spring flowering plants as we cele-
brated Christs resurrection. 
 
For those of you who left flowers to share with shut-ins, 
we thank you as 14 plants were delivered on your be-
half. Unfortunately the names of the flower donors and 
the names of people honored did not make it into the 
Easter bulletin but was added to a later Sunday bulle-
tin, we apologize for this error. Nearly all plants were 
claimed or shared but the 4 that were left we added to 
our great daffodil collection in the front of the church 
so we may continue to remember those who are no 
longer with us but still greatly loved. 

Jan Wilder 
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for ages 7 to 18.  You can register now at 
www.campgreenwood.com, and you can also apply 
for one of our Presbyterian Women’s Association 
scholarships to cover up to $125 of the cost. Scholar-
ship applications are available in the church office.  As 
soon as Tiffany returns from Camp Greenwood, she 
jumps right into VBS.  
 A community-wide VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is 
being held June 25-29.  This year’s theme is 
“Shipwrecked” and will be held at Paw Paw Later Ele-
mentary.  Pastor Tiffany will be leading Bible Stories, 
and other volunteers from our church will be helping 
out with snacks.  More volunteers are needed, 
though.  Please contact Pastor Tiffany 
(tkomccaff@hotmail.com) or Pat Conner 
(patticonnor6@gmail.com) to see how you can help.  
 Our annual HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP gives our 
teens a unique opportunity for mission and fun with 
youth from churches throughout the presbytery. 
They’ll be travelling to Marquette, Michigan July 16-
22 with Pastor Tiffany as chaperone. Our group will 
stay at the First Presbyterian Church of Marquette, 
which will provide all meals and lodging. Activities will 
include learning about local Native American culture, 
service projects, youth-led worships and enjoying the 
great outdoors. Total cost is $450, and Presbyterian 
Women’s Association is also offering scholarships for 
this trip of up to $150 per youth. We hope to raise 
additional funds through our car washes and other 
events – talk to Pastor Tiffany for more details. 

FORMATION COMMISSION  
“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when 
he is old, he will not depart from it.” Prov 22:6 KJV  
 
 The training continues . . . in compassion, in ser-
vice, in ministry.  Our kids have been busy workers 
this past month. They prepared several backpacks for 
our ministry to  prison parolees.  Youth have been 
active in the church service as liturgists and  Chil-
dren’s Moment volunteers, and made possible a 
room swap with the youth room and nursery! Wow! 
Check out the pictures of each age group enjoying 
their new space, or stop by and take a look for your-
self.  We are always in need of volunteers to work 
with our children and youth—Safety Training provid-
ed! Contact Meg Waddell at her email address 
(meg_waddell@yahoo.com) to add your name to our 
growing list of teachers and helpers. 

 May hurries us 
into summer  with youth 
field trips to the ANIMAL 
RESCUE PROJECT  of Kal-
amazoo. Our church 
school age kids will be 
attending May 6th, MS/
HS on the 20th.  There’s 
still time to sign up to 
join us – contact Meg 
Waddell for a permis-
sion slip and for more 
information. 
 May 21st also 
highlights the deadline 
for the LUMM and PW 
SCHOLARSHIP applica-
tions for our graduating 

seniors. All considerations must be returned to the 
church office by 3pm May 21st. Recipients will be an-
nounced GRADUATION SUNDAY June 3rd.  Congratu-
lations, seniors! 
 June becomes even more active with our kids 
headed to CAMP GREENWOOD and VBS.   Pastor 
Tiffany will be serving as Pastor in Residence at Camp 
Greenwood the week of June 17 –23.  Camp Green-
wood offers a variety of weekly camping programs 

Watson explores the new play-

space in the nursery. 

The new Youth Room features a sitting area and a work 

space perfect for projects like prisoner re-entry backpacks 

and Magnify the Light gift wrapping. 

http://www.campgreenwood.com
mailto:meg_waddell@yahoo.com
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All are welcome - donations appreciated. 

DEACON UPDATE FOR MAY 2018  

 We are finally able to say Spring is here!  The 
daffodils in front of church have opened to welcome 
the sun and all who pass 
by. Have you noticed that 
the sign has new lights and 
is more visible and easier 
to read? 
 The Pot Luck - April 
19th, was well attended, 
with over 40 of our church 
family and friends in the 
fellowship hall.  All the 
dishes and desserts were 
awesome and tasty. Thank 
you to all who have participated. 
 Both Pot Luck and Euchre/Games nights will take 
a summer break, but will return in the fall.  Watch for 
information on the startup of both in the September 
newsletter. 
  

CHURCH PICNIC WILL BE JULY 15 
 
 We have a date for the Church picnic- July 15 at 
Tyler Field Pavilion.  This is our 175th year celebration 
and there will be some special activities-more infor-
mation in the June/July newsletter. 

 

PLANT AND BAKE SALE SATURDAY,  
MAY 19th  -  9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

 

IT’S SPRING, FINALLY!!  
It’s time to start digging 
your plants for the sale.  
We need perennials/
bushes/shrubs which 
are a huge draw for the 
sale.  Please thin out 
your plants and donate 
them for the sale.   

 Also, bake, bake and bake for the bake sale to be 
held Saturday also. 
 We have helpers to dig and pot plants if you are 
unable to or just need help. Freida has plenty of pots 
if you need them.  Make sure the plants are identi-
fied with tags before bringing them to church. 
 We also need garden carts or wagons so we can 
take plants to customers’ cars for them when they 
buy a lot.  Please text or call Freida telling her what 
plants you’re bringing ASAP so she will have time to 
make the picture/information tags. 
 Plants can be brought to the church Friday May 
18th between 10 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.  We need volun-
teers to help price/tag/carry Thursday afternoon. and 
Friday from 10:00 until we’re finished after 3:00.  
Please call  Freida to get on the helping schedule at 
(home) 657-3725 or (cell phone) 910-1776. 
 

We hope to see you, your friends  
and families at the sale!! 

BAKE SALE - MAY 19TH 

 Baked goods needed for Bake sale on May 19th.  
Please bring in your goods on Friday, May 18th after 
10:00 am or early May 19th be-
fore the Bake/Plant Sale. 
 
Questions? please contact Marge 
McKee at 341-2949. 
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THE PENTECOST OFFERING 
BUILDING A LIFE OF FAITH 

(Reprinted from Presbyterian Mission Agency) 
 

   “O God, from my youth you have taught me, and I 
still proclaim your wondrous deeds.  - Psalm 71:17 
 
 The Pentecost Offering unites us in a church wide 
effort to support young people in Christ and inspire 
them to share their faith, ideas, and unique gifts with 
the church and the world. 
 Studies show that a foundation of faith established 
during childhood through young adulthood, helps en-
sure lifelong faith and service.  Psalm 71 testifies to this 
same truth.  The patterns and lessons established dur-
ing these formative years continue to bear fruit 
throughout a person’s life. 
 These lessons might be taught through a congrega-
tion’s commitment to Educate a Child, Transform the 
World in ministries that shape a child’s academic 
achievement, setting them on a path toward a stable 
future.  They might be taught through one of the youth 
events sponsored by Ministries with Youth at the na-
tional church that brings together young people from all 
over the country to share their experiences of faith, and 
learn how their faith can help them address challenges 
all over the world.  Or our young adults may be guided 
through a year of intentional service where they discern 
God’s call upon their lives by our Young Adult Volunteer 
Program. 
 And there is more — Presbyterian congregations 
are finding new ways to minister to children at-risk in 
their own communities.  General Assembly programs 
are advocating for children and developing youth and 
young adult leaders. 
 By giving to the Pentecost Offering, one of the four 
Special Offerings of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), we 
are nurturing the faith of those who are the church to 
come; children, youth, and young adults.  We invite 
your congregation to join with the worldwide church in 
building for our future, in building individual lives of 
faith.  Won’t you join us?  If we all do a little, it adds up 
to a lot. 
 
 For more information about Special Offerings and 
other local and global mission projects, contact Mis-
sion Chair Eleda Zygadlo. 

 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

 The Adult Bible Study Class will meet for the last 
time this season on May 6. 

 
 We have enjoyed our journey through much of the 
Gospel of Matthew this year.  The group has averaged 
between 10 and 17 persons each Sunday morning at 
8:45.  This has also been an opportunity to explore our 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  We have been 
studying directly from the Bible, verse by verse, with 
added input from several commentaries.  A Study Bible 
has been a valuable asset to the participants.  
  If you were unable to join us this year, please con-
sider taking advantage of other opportunities through-
out the summer and then join us in the fall to share in 
learning what the Bible  has to tell each of us for living 
our daily lives.   
 We want to thank each of you who have been a part 
of this class for your regular attendance, your sharing,  
wisdom, patience and understanding.  Your participa-
tion has enriched the experience and knowledge of 
each of us.  You have indeed been a blessing to us as we 
learn together. 
 

Royal and Judith Haefner 

FIRST QUARTER 2018 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
General Fund Balance as of 3/31/2018: 
 

Income:      $51,076.94 
Expenses:   $45,775.58 
Surpluss:  $  5,301.36 

 

 Thanks to all for paying your 2018 pledges in a time-
ly manner.  Currently, pledged income has been re-
ceived in excess of what has been budgeted, and in-
come to date is meeting the church’s needs.  For further 
information or questions regarding the church’s finan-
cials, please talk to a member of the Administration/
Finance Commission:  Tom Baney, Mike Seymoure, 
Mar Tucker or Kathy McGuire. 
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SO MUCH TO CELEBRATE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our church anniver-

sary breakfast was 

enjoyed by many, 

including four gen-

erations of Za-

bonick women (top 

left); newly or-

dained Elder Mike 

Seymoure and Dea-

con Adele Walters

(top right); The 

Wellings & friends 

(center left). 

Easter worship brought many families together, including a reunion of the 

Boothby - Shoemaker and Gaedeke (Hafner) families (middle right); the 

Hulsts and Olsons (bottom left) and a rare group photo of the McCafferty 

family (bottom right).   
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A Note of Thanks . . .  
Dear First Presbyterian Church:  Wings of God Staff and Pearls would like to thank you so much for your gen-
erous giving on Good Friday!  We are so grateful for the love and support you show us, not only with this 
offering, but on a daily basis.  Thank you again for impacting the lives of others!  
 

Blessings always,  
Kim Wegler, Church Developer, Wings of God 
 

The offering from the Community Good Friday Service generated $371 in donations for Wings of God.  Learn 
more about this life-saving community ministry at wingsofgodinc.org. 
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   BIRTHDAYS: 
05/01 Jeff Marcelletti 05/16 Braelynn Mattson 
05/01 Hayden Beck 05/18 Sophie Wilder 
05/02 Nanna Hagard 05/19 Todd Pohl 
05/06 Marge McKee 05/19 Lauren Pursley 
05/06 John Faul 05/21 Bob Yarbrough 
05/06 Sara Garrod 05/21 Joshua Walters 
05/07 Zoe Schuitmaker 05/24 Emily Duncan   
05/11 Hannah Moore 05/25 Barbara Dundon  
05/12 Dave Wilder, Sr. 05/26 Sara Vliek 
05/12 Taylor VanderVeen 05/26 Jack Tapper  
05/13 Jim vanWestrienen 05/27 Samantha Tapper 
05/13 Susan J. Rhodes 05/28 Randy Silber 
05/15 Per Hagard 05/29 Kathy McCloskey 
 

               ANIVERSARIES: 
   05/01 George & Catey Bolton  
   05/18 Randall & Susan J. Rhodes 
   05/01 Allen McNeil & Julia Payne  
   05/26 Josh & Juliann Bradish 
   05/11 Jerry & Barb Dundon  
   05/28 Brian & Kelly Nichols 
   05/14 Tom Shoemaker & Tonya Boothby Shoemaker  
   05/30 Tom & Kristen Garceau 

Editor’s Note:  The birthdays and anniversaries  are  computer-generated.   If we are missing your special day  or our 
information is incorrect, please notify Sue in the church office at 657-3111 or email: firstpres1@btc-bci.com. 

 May GREETERS: 
05/06  Gene & Phyllis Gruizenga-Sahr 
05/13  Stephen & Kathy McCloskey 
05/20   George & Catey Bolton 
05/27  TBD 

Head usher for May is Marge McKee.  Any questions, 
please contact Marge at  her  cell: 341-2949 or email  
(margyaggyann@gmail.net). 

http://wingsofgodinc.org
http://wingsofgodinc.org/
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 Paw Paw Community Chorus Annual Spring Concert Sunday May 6 at 4 p.m at the Paw Paw High 
School Performing Arts Center (30609 Red Arrow Highway). 

 Presbytery of Lake Michigan Gathering, May 10 at 7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Come meet with 
our Presbytery Leadership and hear their vision for the future.  

 Presbyterian Women’s Plant and Bake Sale will be Saturday, May 19 from 9—2 p.m.   
 Graduating Senior Scholarship Deadline May 21  - completed applications for the Lumm Scholarship 

and Presbyterian Women scholarships must be submitted by this date! 
 Single Ladies Night Out will meet on Tuesday, May 22nd.  All single women are welcome. 
 Men’s Breakfast will meet on Saturday, May 26th at 8:30 am in the Fellowship Hall.  All men are wel-

come—Dads & kids too! 
 Senior Sunday June 3 —we will recognize High School Graduates and announce scholarship award win-

ners during worship.   
 

 *** NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING *** 
A Special Congregational Meeting will be held during 10 a.m. worship on Sunday, May 20 to elect mem-
bers at large to the 2018 Nominating Committee.  For more information, see Pastor Tiffany's article on 
the front page of this newsletter.  

mailto:firstpres1@btc-bci.com

